
1874 – Walnut’s first 
church structure, St. 
Patrick's Catholic 
Church, was built at the 
very east end of Highland 
Street.  The original 
rectory (date of 
construction ca 1883) is 
still occupied as a 
residence, and a garage 
sits where the church was.  
Fr. Bernard McMenomy 
was the first priest, from 
Council Bluffs, who first 
delivered Catholic mass in 
town in 1872.  The first 
resident priest was Fr. 
Dollard, in 1883.  This 

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church ca 1880 



church was 
razed in 1958 
when the 
present church 
was completed 
on the SW 
corner of 
Central and 
North streets.  
  



 
 



 
1878 – The new First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Christ building was 
dedicated.  It is the oldest 
church still standing.   The 
first pastor was Rev. G.M. 
Lodge (a brother to Oscar) at 
the time of this new building. 
 
The Presbyterian parish was 
officially established in 
Walnut August 20, 1871, with 
Rev. M. Hughes as pastor.  
The first elder of the parish 
was Leander Lodge.  Rev. 
John DeBerg holds the 
distinction of the longest 
term of service, starting in 
1946 and enduring until 
1961. 

 
This building has had several renovations and additions, the most recent being in 2017. 



  



 



 

1888 - 
The Methodist 
Episcopal 
Church was built 
at the NE corner 
of Central and 
Summit 
streets.  The 
parsonage was 
built in 1901, just 
east of the 
church, and still 
stands today as a 
residence. 
 
 

  



The parish was 
discontinued in 1945, 
and most of its 
members joined the 
First Presbyterian 
Church. 
 
Dr. Frank Weber 
converted the M.E. 
church building to a 
doctor’s office in 
1955.  As of 2021, it is 
an apartment 
building. 

 
  



1898 - The German Evangelical Lutheran Church was built 
at the SE corner of Walnut and School streets.  In 1961 it 
became the Peace United Church of Christ, a part of the 
United Church of Christ national denomination after the 
merger of the Evangical and Reformed, and the 
Congregational Christian sects.  This building was razed in 
1972, and a new Peace Church was built near the park.  
The first pastor was Emil Hansen in 1898.  A home was 
purchased as a parsonage in 1924, and a new parsonage 
was built just across the street to the north in 1957.  It still 
stands as a private residence.  An apartment building 
occupies the original German church lot now. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
  



The current 
Peace Church 
on North 
Street was 
built in 1972.  
The Peace 
UCC 
congregation 
also 
sponsored 
the founding 
of the Peace 
Haven Home 
for Retired 
Persons 
(1963).  



 

The current 

Calvary 

Baptist 

Church at 

the SE 

corner of 

Walnut and 

Summit 

streets was 

completed 

in 1957.  The 

basement 

was built in 

1953 and 

was used for 

church 

gatherings 

prior to the 

rest of the 

structure being completed.  Prior to this building, the congregation gathered at Monroe #4 school, 6 

1957 



miles north of town.  Later, they utilized the 

old German Hall / Legion Hall for their 

services.  In May 1952 a large lot was 

purchased from Magge and Irene Hagge on 

Walnut Street.  This lot had been the site of 

Henry Hagge’s livery and blacksmith shop 

for many years, and is now known simply as 

the Baptist Church yard, spanning the entire 

block from Summit street to Highland street.   

 

Rev. Mel Stadt was the 

first pastor, and had 

been trained as an 

architect and builder.  

He can be credited with 

the design and 

construction of the new 

church building. 

  



The Altamont Baptist 

Church north of town in the 

Cuppy’s Grove area was 

built in 1955, after a 

lightning fire had destroyed 

the previous edifice in 

1946.  The pastor at that 

time was Rev. Howard 

Remmich.  The Danish 

Baptist Church of Altamont 

was organized in 1870 by 

Chris Christiansen, Peter 

Jensen, and Peter Rold, all 

Danish immigrants.  It was 

not until 1919 that a 

resolution was passed 

authorizing the church to conduct services in English.  Christiansen had arrived in Shelby County in 

1865, well before Walnut Station was reached by the Rock Island Railroad. 

 

Cuppy’s Grove is straight north of Walnut about 7 miles. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Farm families of the Wisconsin Ridge area in Monroe Township, Shelby County just north and east of 

Walnut began meeting for Sunday worship in 

area schoolhouses in 1885.  A new building 

was completed in August 1893 on land 

donated by James Crow.  Non-denominational 

at first, in 1903 the young church became 

associated with the M.E. Church in Walnut 

and became known as Monroe Methodist 

Episcopal Church.  In 1939, Monroe became 

part of the Buck Creek-Marne-Monroe 

Church.  After continued difficulty attracting 

capable ministers, the Monroe church closed 

temporarily from 1947 to 1950.  In 1968, the 

ties with the Marne church were dissolved, 

and a new relationship was struck with the 

United Methodist Church in Harlan.  In 1970, 

the name was officially changed to Monroe 

Chapel United Methodist Church, which is the name it goes by to this day.  It is the only church in the 

Walnut area that has a graveyard adjoining it, the Monroe Township Cemetery. 


